Abstract
Introduction

33
Structurally-complex foundation species form important habitats for many aquatic Moreover, excess nutrients triggering plankton blooms, increased runoff, and sedimentation from 43 agricultural and human development may also function to increase turbidity and decrease water 44 clarity. Despite reduced coverage of habitats and changing conditions, fishes still must navigate 45 and orient to suitable nursery and foraging grounds appropriately. In the absence of visual cues, 46 it is possible that alternate mechanisms of habitat detection exist through chemical exudates 47 originating from these habitats and released into the water column.
48
Numerous instances of organisms using olfactory cues to orient to different habitats have 
59
While the orientation and navigation of larval fishes in response to habitat-related 60 olfactory cues is well documented, the ability of adult fishes to respond to these same cues is not 
84
Two common, yet invasive, habitats were used in this study and the amount of plant 
91
Aquaria Experiment
92
Habitat preferences of each fish species were tested using 38-L aquaria containing equal 
125
All results were considered significant at p< 0.05. Interestingly, we found species-specific preference patterns to exist among the fishes 155 tested here (e.g., golden topminnow preferred hydrilla, while mosquitofish and mollies preferred 156 water hyacinth). These preferences may be the result of learned behavior in the wild, for example 157 the repeated capture of prey items that may have preference for these habitats. In addition, these habitats that serve as nurseries for marine species and the factors that create site-specific 218 variability in nursery quality will improve conservation and management of these areas. 
